University of Mchigan Graduate Summer Session in Epi dem ol ogy

EPI DEM ALOGY 714: EPI DEM A.GGY OF A4 NG
Robert B. Wl l ace, MD
Preventi ve Medici ne and Environnental Heal th
and t he Cancer Center
University of lowa Coll ege of Medicine
July, 1996

STRUICTURE OF THE COURSE

This course s intended to introduce students to the
appl i cation of epidemologic nethods to the study of health and
public health probl ens of ol der persons. It epideniologic lore with
gerontol ogy, clinical geriatrics, the biology of aging and survey
research nethods to maximze the ability to pursue research in this
area. The textbook is strongly recomended, but not required, as a
nway of systenmatically adding to the information that can be
comuni cated in the short period of tine available. The coursepack
is intended to be a sanpler of recently published research studies
on the topic that enphasize the current applications in the field.
A few of the papers may be discussed in class, and these wll
announced i n advance.

SUBJECT TEXTBOOK READI NGS*

-Introduction and course |ogi stics

-Et hi cs and popul ati on- based agi ng

research ch. 4
- Denogr aphy of aging/ wealth and assets/

soci oeconom ¢ status/ nortality ch. 18
-Agi ng and D sease: ch 1

A. General issues

B. Biology of aging relevant to
epi dem ol ogi ¢ research;, Bionarkers
of agi ng

C Cenetics and Agi ng

- Measurenent of health status in the elderly

A Overview ch. 2
B. Physical function Ch. 10
C Cognitive function ch. 9

-Morbidity and co-norbidity



- Conduct i ng househol d surveys of ol der

popul at i ons ch. 58
-Research in nursing hones; general issues ch. 14
-Anal ytical issues of data fromthe elderly Ch. 21-24

A The Medicare dat abase

B. Archi ved dat abases- NACDA (Dr. Nancy Fultz)

-dinical trials in the elderly
-1ssues in the epidem ol ogi c study of
heal th services for ol der persons ch. 11
-Appl yi ng epi dem ol ogy to clinical prevention
i n ol der persons ch. 3

-Special topics as tinme pernts:

Chol esterol and heart attack
Ost eopor 0si s

d der drivers

Drug use epi dem ol ogy

d ass choi ce as avail abl e

moOwm>

Eval uati on of Students:

For students auditing the course, credit wll be given based on
full attendance and class participation. For those taking the
course for credit, the grade wll (assumng full attendance) be
based half on <class participation and half on a take-hone
eval uation due at the end of class on 19Jul 96. The exam nation is
to select any epidemologic paper involving quantitative health
issues in older persons, and wite a short evaluation of the
strengths and weaknesses of the scientific nethods. There is no
need to sunmmarize the report content, but please include a copy of
t he paper with your report.

* Text book readings are in Vallace and Wol son, The Epideni ol ogic
Study of the Elderly, xford University Press, New York, 1992



